
When I’m looking for cables, 
I hold it in the wall void and 
shine a torch at it, it helps me 
see where my wires are stuck 
in the wall cavity then I can 
see better to fish them out.

Pete from Bristol

One Of My Wife’s Old Compact Mirrors

I use it to cool the bit on my hammer 
drill when I’m drilling into concrete 
floors, it seems to stop it from 
getting stuck too.

Paul from Nottingham

Washing Up Liquid

I get really itchy when I have to 
work in loft spaces with insulation 
but if I cover my hands and arms in 
baby powder it helps stop the irritation.

John from Newcastle

Baby Talc

On some jobs, I’ve gone 
back after first fixing to 
find that cables have 
been buried under a 
drywalling panel. If you 
can switch the circuit on 
and pass a compass over 
roughly where you think it 
should be the needle will 

guide you to it exactly. The electromagnetic force of the 
cable attracts the needle of the compass. 

Steven from Manchester

A Compass

I use it to cover photocells and it saves me no end 
of time instead of taping them up.

Graham from Reading

Kitchen Foil Or A Drawstring Jewellery Bag
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How to

FIT CCTV 332
Tip No:

This CCTV installation tip is aimed at helping you to install CCTV equipment. If you are looking for answers on “how to fit CCTV” or perhaps “how to network a DVR or 
NVR” or even “how to get CCTV on your mobile phone” why not check out our full range of CCTV installation tips at: www.systemq.com
How to guides aim to answer commonly asked questions in a concise and informative manner. They are for advice & guidance only and do not replace any of the manuals or other literature supplied with our products.

Question:  What are the strangest items that can be found 
in a CCTV installer’s toolbox?
Answer: Everyday household products and old disgarded items can become a useful ‘hack’ for any 
CCTV installer. Below are some of the more unusual items we’ve discovered in a trademan’s toolbox.
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I use it when I’m drilling 
holes in a ceiling. I drill into 
the centre of half tennis ball 
first then drill the ceiling 
hole. The ball catches the 
dust falling and saves me 
time clearing up.

Dave from Swansea

Half A Tennis Ball

I made it myself out of 
the soft Velcro part and 
glue strips of the prickly 
hook part to the back of 
my multimeters and testers. It 
keeps them in my view whilst 
I have 2 hands free to carry on 
with what I need to do.

Danny from Glasgow

A Velcro Wrist Strap

I bought mine for £1 from the £1 shop and it has quickly become one of my 
most used tools. I don’t have a clue how good they are at cleaning drains, 
but for fishing cables there is no tool in an installers arsenal that can 
compare with the drain cleaner.

Andy from Luton

Drain Unblocker

Or If You Want To Splash Out A Bit, Get The Real Deal...

TOO833 
Fish Tape

TOO820 - 3-In-1 Detector, 
Studs, Wires & Metal

SER820 - Toolbox 
Cable Access Kit

SER020 
Magnetic Wristband

SER010 
Dust Collector

SAF350 
Large Work 
Gloves
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